Midweek Devotional — First Week of Easter
Keeping the Excitement of Easter Sunday Alive
Scripture: Luke 24:32 (NRSVue)

“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road…?”
Easter Sunday is full of energy.
The sanctuary feels brighter.
The music feels stronger.
The alleluias return.
Hope feels closer than it has in a long time. 
But then Monday comes.
And Tuesday.
And by midweek, it can feel like the world has quietly slipped back into its ordinary rhythm.
The bills are still there.
The news is still heavy.
The schedules are still full.
The worries didn’t disappear with the lilies.
So how do we keep Easter alive after Easter Sunday?
The disciples asked that same question—without realizing they were asking it.
In Luke’s Gospel, two followers of Jesus were walking the road to Emmaus just days after the resurrection. They had heard the news. They had listened to the testimony. But they were still discouraged, still confused, still unsure what resurrection really meant for their lives.
Then Jesus walked beside them.
Not in the temple.
Not in a miracle moment.
But on the road.
And later they said:
“Were not our hearts burning within us…?”
That is what Easter does.
It lights something inside us that ordinary life cannot put out.
In Wesleyan theology, we might call this the continuing work of sanctifying grace—the risen Christ walking with us, shaping us, warming our hearts, and transforming our lives day by day. Easter is not only something we celebrate once. It is something we live into over time.

The resurrection is not just an event behind us.
It is a presence beside us.
So how do we keep Easter excitement alive this week?
Here are three simple practices:
1. Look for the Risen Christ in ordinary places
Jesus met the disciples on the road.
He still does.
Look for Christ in conversation, kindness, prayer, Scripture, and unexpected moments of encouragement.
2. Speak resurrection words
Instead of repeating fear, frustration, or discouragement, speak hope.
Say: Christ is alive.
Christ is working.
Christ is not finished with me yet.
Your words shape your faith.
3. Live like hope is true
Because it is.
Forgive someone.
Encourage someone.
Pray with someone.
Serve someone.
Every act of love is an echo of Easter morning.
Friends, Easter is not over.
We are still living in resurrection light.
Christ is risen—and he is still walking with us today. 

Prayer
Risen Christ,
Keep our hearts burning with Easter joy even in ordinary days.
Help us see your presence beside us on the road,
trust your grace at work within us,
and live as people shaped by resurrection hope.
Make us witnesses of your life in this world.
Amen.
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